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Information Items 


m president has 5m,^ 4 . 

Paris Talks : Our side presented its 8-point plan. It jtaoi 
denounced, but not rejected, by the other side which claimed 
the plan was unclear in respect to withdrawals and U.S ./air 
and naval attacks. Both Communist spokesmen indicated their 
remarks were preliminary in nature’ arid they would have more to 
say later. 


The 8-point plan was presented by Ambassador Lam. Ambassador 
Porter explained that once overall agreement in principle is 
reached on the plan, we are willing to begin implementation 
of the troop withdrawal and prisoner aspects while negotiations 
on other aspects continued. He added that troop withdrawals 
would not be completed before a final agreement was signed 
on all aspects . 

The Communist side denounced the 8 -point plan, but stopped short 
of rejecting it. Xuan Thuy charged that the plan "does not 
clearly specify wh i e-h f a rq e s_ w i 1 1 be withdrawn,” nor is it 
clear that the plan meets all the withdrawal criteria in the 
"7-point" proposal and will end U.S. air and naval activities 
in Vietnam. Both spokesmen attacked the election provision 
as a U.S. effort to keep its "puppet administration" in power. 

Xuan Thuy criticized your publicizing the private meetings. 

He also indicated that your speech and the 8-point plan were 
an election maneuver and a "smokescreen" to cover Vietnamiza- 
tion and intensification of the war. As usual,* both spokesmen 
insisted that the "7 points" provide the correct solution of 
the war. Both also indicated they will have more to say on 
our plan and your speech. 

In rebuttal, Ambassador Lam defended the election proposals. 
Ambassador Porter, in answering Thuy, said withdrawal includes 
U.S. personnel, arms, and bases in South Vietnam. He also 
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